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General Assistance law establishes a parental liability for support for any applicant applying
independently who is less those 25 years of age. Furthermore, a spouse’s liability for support is
also clearly established. Maine Revised Statutes

8431884320

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE Subtitle 3: INCOME SUPPLEMENTATION HEADING:
PL 1973, C. 790, 81 (AMD) Part 5: MUNICIPAL SUPPORT OF THE POOR Chapter 1161:
MUNICIPAL GENERAL ASSISTANCE

84319. Liability of relatives for support

1. Relatives liable. A parent of a child under 25 years of age and a spouse living in or owning
property in the State shall support their children or husband or wife in proportion to their
respective ability. Liability for burial expenses is governed by section 4313. [ 1993, c. 410, Pt.
AAA, §12 (AMD) ]

2. Rental payments to relatives. A municipality or the State may decide not to make payments
for rental assistance on behalf of an otherwise eligible individual when the rental payments
would be made to a parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, sibling, parent's sibling or any of their
children, unless the municipality finds that the rental arrangement has existed for 3 months prior
to the application for assistance and is necessary to provide the relative with basic necessities. [
1993, c. 410, Pt. AAA, 812 (AMD) .] 3. Recovery of assistance provided.

3. Recovery of assistance provided. A municipality or the State, after providing general
assistance to a dependent of a legally responsible parent or to a person's spouse who is
financially capable of providing support, may then seek reimbursement or relief for that support
by initiating a complaint to the Superior Court or District Court, including by small claims
action, located in the division or county where the legally responsible parent or spouse resides.
The court may cause the legally responsible parent or spouse to be summoned and upon hearing
or default may assess and apportion a reasonable sum upon those who are found to be of
sufficient ability for the support of the eligible person and shall issue a writ of execution. The
assessment may not be made to pay any expense for relief provided more than 12 months before
the complaint was filed. Any action brought under this section is governed by the Maine Rules of
Civil Procedure. The court may, from time to time, make any further order on complaint of an
interested party and, after notice is given, alter the assessment or apportionment.

[ 1993, c. 410, Pt. AAA, §12 (AMD) .] SECTION HISTORY 1983, ¢. 577, §1 (NEW). 1983,
c. 701, §5 (AMD). 1989, ¢. 370, (RPR). 1991, c. 622, §M28 (AMD). 1993, c. 410, SAAAL2
(AMD).



