
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUNICIPAL REFERENDA FAQS 
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 

 
The municipal ballot for November 3, 2020 will contain two referendum questions. City Council 
approved the inclusion of these two items on the ballot on September 14, 2020. The original request 
submitted to City Council is attached for reference.  
 
Included below are some Frequently Asked Questions regarding each item.  
 

Question 1 – Appropriation/Expenditure Threshold 
 
What is the question? 
Shall the City of Westbrook approve the Charter amendment summarized below? 
Summary of amendment: To amend Section 3.1 to increase the appropriation and expenditure 
threshold requiring City Council approval from $3,000.00 to $5,000.00.  
 
If approved, what would this do? 
As outlined in the attached Order 2020-104, City Council approval is currently required for 
appropriations and expenditures of $3,000 or more. If approved by voters, the Charter would be 
amended to increase this limit to $5,000.  
 
Why is this on the ballot? 
The $3,000 threshold limit has been the limit for the last 22 years. The request to increase the limit was 
submitted to streamline municipal operations, as receiving Council approval for an 
appropriation/expenditure may take a month or more depending on meeting schedules. Refer to the 
attached Order 2020-104 for additional information.  
 
What does a yes/no vote mean? 
A “yes” vote would increase the City appropriation/expenditure threshold limit from $3,000 to $5,000, 
at which point City Council approval would be required.  
 
A “no” vote would keep the City appropriation/expenditure threshold limit at $3,000.  
 
Would this affect School Department expenditures? 
No. This is a request to increase the municipal appropriation/expenditure threshold from $3,000 to 
$5,000 for City operations but would not affect the existing $3,000 threshold for School Department 
appropriations/expenditures, which require School Committee approval.  
 



 

 

Question 2 – Running for Municipal Office 
 
What is the question? 
Shall the City of Westbrook approve the Charter amendment summarized below?  
Summary of amendment: To eliminate Section 7.2 of the Charter, which allows a political party caucus 
to nominate a candidate for municipal office, thus requiring all municipal candidates to file nomination 
petitions with the City Clerk after obtaining signatures of support from qualified voters and to add to 
Section 7.3 the existing prohibition on the inclusion of political party designation on the ballot for any 
municipal office.  
 
If approved, what would this do? 
At present, a person who wishes to run for municipal office may get on the ballot by one of two 
options: (A) take out nomination petition papers and obtain signatures of support from qualified 
voters, or (B) have a local political party nominate you as a candidate during a caucus. If approved by 
voters, the Charter would be amended to eliminate the caucus nomination option, thus requiring all 
municipal candidates to take out nomination petition papers and gather signatures of support from 
qualified voters.  
 
If approved by voters, this Charter change would also move an existing prohibition on the inclusion of 
political party designation on a municipal ballot from one section of the Charter to another, to ensure 
that this language remains intact.  
 
Why is this on the ballot? 
This Charter change would require all people running for municipal office to follow the same process to 
get on the ballot. Refer to the attached Order 2020-105 for additional information.  
 
What does a yes/no vote mean? 
A “yes” vote would require all municipal candidates to follow the same method to appear on the ballot 
– by gathering signatures of support from qualified voters on a nomination petition.  
 
A “no” vote would make no change to the Charter, thus retaining a second option of ballot access for 
municipal candidates, through seeking nomination as a candidate at a political party caucus. 
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